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TOWNS  

 
Brighouse  
  
Department for Levelling Up, Homes & Communities (DLUHC) have confirmed their 
acceptance of the business case summary documentation submitted in the summer.  
This has released the first payment of the £19.1m Towns Fund to deliver:   
  

• Brighouse Welcome - £410,000 to enhance the entry to Brighouse to create a 
sense of destination  

• Canalside and Thornton Square - £5.97 million to reconnect the canal side to the 
town centre  

• Brighouse Retail and Leisure - £9.03 million to improve access so that the town 
centre facilities can be reached by residents by foot or cycle within 15 minutes.   

• Brighouse Market - £3.04 million revamp of the town market  

• Industry 4.0 skills – a new High-Tec manufacturing hub creating 70 
apprenticeships  

  
DLUHC colleagues visited Brighouse and Todmorden last month, to understand better 
how the projects will make a difference.  An Open Evening was held on 17th November 
to promote the programme and raise awareness of the Brighouse projects locally.  
  
Councillor Blagbrough has been appointed as new Co-Chair of the Brighouse Town 
Deal Board.  
   
Elland  
  
The Future High Street Fund (FHSF) programmes includes:  
 

• Market Square – an investment of over £1 million in the square  



 

 

• Heart of the High Street – improved signage, pedestrianisation, and lighting to 
make streets safer, promote outdoor on street cafes and similar, and create a more 
welcoming atmosphere  

• Southgate – pedestrianisation and soft landscaping  

• Cartwheel Club – refurbishment of the Community hub  
  
The proposed works and the ongoing development of the new Railway Station for 
Elland were presented to the Elland Development Board in September at a meeting 
open to the public. Issues relating to car parking on Coronation Street were raised, 
and at the latest meeting of the Board on 15th November. The plans for Coronation 
Street formed part of the Council’s public consultation and there are further 
opportunities for concerned parties to raise their concerns during planning, now a 
planning application to support the change of use of the Coronation Street Car Park to 
provide public realm has been submitted.  
  
Halifax   
 
The Future High Street Fund programme is progressing well: 
 

• Surveys are scheduled for late November and early December around the 
heritage trail route, following engagement with key stakeholders.   

• Work is continuing on the 18month programme for the Borough Market - roofing 
works started in August, the public toilets are now fully designed in advance of 
going to tender, a feasibility study of the Albany Arcade Events space has been 
completed and we are progressing some of the proposals including how to secure 
the arcade from the main market hall when operational outside of normal trading 
hours.  We have also installed full LED lighting in the market.   

• For the Victoria Theatre, an asbestos survey has been carried out, and all work 
packages have been designed.   

 
A workshop has taken place with colleagues from the High Street Task Force to help 
inform options around the development of future visioning work for the town, with a 
focus on animation and activity once the Future High Street Fund schemes are 
complete.  A further workshop will follow to join up activity around wayfinding and 
navigation within the town.    
   
Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd  
  
A draft invitation to tender to support the proposed master planning exercise will be 
shared with the Hebden Bridge and Mytholmroyd Town Board for its meeting on 13th 
December.  
   
Sowerby Bridge  
  
The work to provide internal and external improvements to the Old Town Hall, part of 
our Heritage Action Zone Programme (HAZ) has now been completed. Senior 
management from Historic England visited the building on 14th November and 
welcomed the works and the positive impact on the High Street. Works also continue 



 

 

at the Fire and Water buildings, where HAZ funding is being invested to make the 
buildings safe and watertight for future community use.   
  
A HAZ funded initiative to improve the external facades of High Street shops is under 
development. The initiative will offer grants of up to 80% to property owners to support 
improvements to stonework, signage, and other heritage features of their properties, 
for delivery in 2023-24.   
  
The Sowerby Bridge Development Board welcomed a new private sector 
representative and a new community representative to the Board in October. The 
Board is actively seeking a further representative from the business sector and a 
representative for young people.   
   
Todmorden  
  
The Town Board held an Open Day on 5th and 6th November to raise awareness of the 
8 projects which form the Todmorden Town Deal. The event was well received, 
attended by over 350 people. 130 surveys were completed seeking feedback, and over 
80% rated the event between 8 and 10 out of 10 for quality of information available.  
  
DLUHC (Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities) have indicated that 
no more information is needed to strengthen the project business cases and we await 
confirmation of funding. The final submissions comprise:  
 

• Todmorden Town Hall - £1.21 m bid to remodel and refurbish the Town Hall   

• Centre Vale Park - £1.14 million bid to improve and extend the range of facilities  

• Hippodrome - £820k bid for redesign and refurbishment work  

• Enterprise Centre - £3.87 million affordable accommodation and commercial 
space  

• Public Places - £3.53 million bid to upgrade public realm and create new event 
space  

• Active Todmorden - £3.24 million bid to promote walking, cycling, and improve 
signage  

• Riverside Activity Centre - £1.08 million bid to create a mixed-use sports hub  

• Todmorden Community Learning Hub- £1.745 million bid to restore training rooms 
and gym facilities.  

 
North Halifax  
  
I am pleased that Cabinet approved the report updating on our work to develop a 
strategic and more coordinated plan for North Halifax at its meeting on 14 November 
– Report on Developing and delivering on Strategic Plans for North Halifax  This 
demonstrates that despite the financial challenges, Calderdale Cabinet remains 
committed to the North Halifax area and continue to do all we can to ensure we can 
develop a programme of sustained regeneration.   
   
The report underlines Calderdale Council’s long-term and strategic commitment to 
North Halifax. By bringing together all the many different areas of work and projects 

https://calderdale.moderngov.co.uk/documents/s8885/Item%2012%20-%20Developing%20and%20delivering%20on%20Strategic%20Plans%20for%20North%20Halifax.pdf


 

 

under one strategic plan, we will be able to have a better overview of what is already 
having or will have an impact. We will be able to better understand progress to date 
and ensure that work is heading in the right direction.   
   
Alongside the development of plans, a key part of this work will be continuing to engage 
with local communities and people who know the area best, to ensure that resources 
are directed where they will be of most benefit. We also continue to make the most of 
external funding opportunities to maximise impact.  
   
 
 
We have recently appointed a North Halifax Programme Coordinator who will be taking 
forward this work with services in the Council and partners.  
 

ENGAGEMENT 

 
Calderdale UK Shared Prosperity Programme – (UKSPF)  
  
The team is working on our local UKSPF programme for the communities and place 
strand of funding with partners across North and Central areas of Halifax.  A plan for 
Year 1 (this current financial year) is being coproduced with community anchors and 
key stakeholders with the aim of bring some much-needed capacity, community 
infrastructure and support for communities across a range of areas in North Halifax – 
particularly addressing cost of living interventions as well as improvements to green 
spaces and cultural activities.    
  
Work is also progressing on the development of an approach to engagement in North 
and Central Halifax, that builds on previous consultation and engagement activity by 
the Council and local partners, and helps understand better local priorities and 
opportunities, to support the UKSPF programme development and other activity.    
 

 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

 
 
Children and Young People’s Public Health  
 
The Calderdale Healthy Schools framework has been finalised and first pilot school 
has been awarded “Silver”.  The programme will launch formally in early 2023. There 
are plans to develop a Healthy Early Years settings frameworks and award in 2024, 
learning from the Healthy Schools approach.  
 
A project manager has been recruited to drive the development of a single point of 
contact for children & young people (0-19(25)), and those who support them to 
access health and wellbeing support.  We anticipate this will be launched in Summer 



 

 

2023. This will be supported by the development of a digital platform for families, 
education and childcare settings and health professionals, forming part of the Family 
Hubs offer, launched at the same time.  
 
Department for Transport Funded Bikeability sessions in schools are almost fully 
booked for 2022/23, with 251 courses to be delivered to 4218 pupils in 88% of 
Calderdale primary schools. Holiday courses are being delivered in 5 schools in 
target arears as part of the Healthy Holidays programme.  
 
West Yorkshire Combined Authority behavioural change funding has been secured. 
It is supporting implementation of walk to school incentives and tracking uptake of 
the Walk Once a Week (WOW) scheme in the 27 target schools who have signed up. 
This is being coordinated with other activities/measures such as school streets and 
healthy schools. 
 
There are currently 14 School Streets schemes in place across the borough. The 
Cornholme School Street scheme began in October 22, with the additional benefits 
of improving school bus access. New schools streets are being developed at 
Heptonstall and Bowling Green schools.  
 
Drugs and Alcohol  
 
Recovery Steps, Calderdale’s local drug and alcohol treatment service was inspected 
by the Care Quality Commission in August and received an outstanding rating. The full 
report was published on 31 October and is available on the Care Quality Commission 
website here. Some of the areas of excellent practice highlighted in the report include:  
 

• Innovative ways of delivering more joined up care to clients, particularly those 
with multiple and complex needs and those that struggled to maintain contact 
with the service in collaboration with other local service 

 

• Provision of care and support tailored specifically to client’s individual needs 
 

• Supporting clients to live healthier lives, including identifying those who needed 
extra support, through a targeted and proactive approach to health promotion 
and prevention of ill-health.  

 

• Clients and carers said staff respected and valued them as individuals and 
exceeded their expectations in supporting their emotional and practical needs. 
Staff in the service treated people with compassion kindness and empowered 
them to be active partners in their own care.  
 

Additional investment from the Government to support the local response to the 
national Drug Strategy is being used to increase capacity of the service, so that more 
people can benefit from it.  
 
Suicide Prevention 
 

https://www.cqc.org.uk/location/1-10085964179


 

 

Our Suicide Prevention action plan is being refreshed to capture all the areas of work 
currently underway. An important workstream in the plan is reducing suicide in high 
risk places and people.  
  
We are working with partners to piloting a new data collection system to enable us to 
capture information about people attending high risk public places with suicidal 
ideation. This will allow us to understand whether or not they are under care of 
Mental Health services and ensure that they get the most appropriate and effective 
follow up, to reduce the risk of them going on to take their own lives.  
 
State of Mind mental fitness sessions have also been arranged for local businesses 
that employ people in high risk populations.  
 
Long Covid 
 
Initial work has been undertaken to explore the local impact of Long Covid in 
Calderdale. Long Covid is any symptoms that last longer than 4 weeks, and it can 
manifest throughout the body as it is a multi-system disease. There is still lots of 
uncertainty about the condition and treatment although we know Long Covid is 
disproportionately affecting more vulnerable people.   
 
Since the initial needs assessment, the public health team has been working to make 
sure people with Long Covid have more support in Calderdale, with a particular focus 
on peer support.  
 
We have supported individuals with lived experience of Long Covid to develop a peer 
support group, to provide support, signposting and community for others 
experiencing Long Covid in Calderdale. The group now has 35 members, with both 
in-person and online activities and is gaining momentum. You can find out more 
about the Calderdale Long-Covid Support Group by following them on twitter 
@LongCovidSGC or Facebook. 
 
Specific support for people with Long Covid is now in place/ being developed in 
Calderdale:  
 

• The Shared Harmonies Relax Breathe Harmonise programme helps people 
manage symptoms.  

 

• NHS Long Covid clinics, which can be accessed by referral from GPs.  
 

• Engagement with people with Long Covid has found that existing local 
services including talking therapies, Social prescribing and Staying Well can 
be beneficial.  
 

• We are also developing training for managers in workplaces to help them 
better support people with Long Covid stay in work 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1031491940892529


 

 

• A community Long Covid clinic is being developed to support physical activity 
and symptom management. 

 
More information about Long Covid and available support can be found at Your 
Covid Recovery and CHFT website. 
 
NHS Health Checks 
 
NHS Health checks are health check-up for adults in England aged 40 to 74 and are 
a mandated public health service commissioned by the public health team. The 
checks identify people at risk of a number of long-term health conditions, so that 
people can be supported to lower their risk before the condition develops. In 
Calderdale most health checks are provided by GP teams, co-ordinated by the 
Pennine GP alliance.   
 
In line with national guidance, the NHS Health Check programme in Calderdale was 
suspended during the first phase of the pandemic, and then reintroduced gradually to 
reflect the other priorities that general practice had at that time. Full recovery of the 
service began in October 2021. 
 
Data shows that the Calderdale Health Checks service has now fully recovered and 
has surpassed pre-Covid delivery levels in quarter 2 of this year (July-September 
2022), when 2134 NHS Health checks were undertaken. This has been achieved 
through partnership working between Public Health, Pennine GP Alliance and our 21 
GP practices.  
 
Ensuring an equitable recovery of NHS health checks is a priority for Calderdale 
public health.  A pilot project involving Central Primary Care Network is testing a new 
model of delivery. This involves personalised care teams contacting groups with 
lower uptake of the check and the Better Living Service is supporting those identified 
to lower their risk.  
 
Public Health has also worked in partnership with the Roving Inequalities Covid 
vaccination team and the Basement Project to offer some mini health checks to 
people who access the Basement Project alongside the Covid and flu vaccinations. 
 
Healthy places and communities  
 
West Yorkshire Combined Authority behavioural change funding is supporting cycle 
training for adults. Public Health is working with Cycle North to provide additional 
staffing to expand the provision.  
 
Public health is working to support neighbourhood schemes in Ash Green, Ling Bob 
and Saville Park integrate active travel, working with local residents. This includes 
exploring the provision of a bike library and cycle training.  
 

 

https://www.yourcovidrecovery.nhs.uk/
https://www.yourcovidrecovery.nhs.uk/
https://www.cht.nhs.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance-and-patient-information

