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76 MEMBERS' INTERESTS  
 
The Mayor reminded Members of the need to declare any disclosable pecuniary 
interests or other interests which they might have in relation to the items to be 
considered at the Council meeting.  
 

77 TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL ON THE WORK 
OF THE WEST YORKSHIRE COMBINED AUTHORITY.  
 
The Leader, Councillor T Swift MBE submitted a written report that provided 
Members with an update on the work of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority 
(WYCA).  He advised that there was positive progress re use of gainshare resources 
to build capacity and this will strengthen our position in terms of future funding bids 
and the publication of the Government’s Levelling Up White Paper, the Mayor will be 
writing to the Secretary of State inviting him to visit West Yorkshire and to respond to 
some specific concerns we have regarding the proposals. 
 
The report provided background information on Governance and Delivery within 
WYCA. 
 
• Councillor Parsons-Hulse explained that one of the key aims within WYCA’s 

Transport Strategy was to reduce traffic emissions to near zero.  Councillor 
Parsons-Hulse asked if the Leader believed that changing the transport 
infrastructure would encourage the people to use public transport and leave their 
cars at home?  In response, the Leader advised that the WYCA Transport 
Committee received a report at their September meeting which outlined their 
approach to decarbonisation.  The Leader advised that having the right 
infrastructure was critical in moving forward to decarbonisation and explained the 
importance of protected cycle lanes and priority bus lanes. 

 
78 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE LEADER AND CABINET MEMBERS ON THE 

DISCHARGE OF THEIR ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES SINCE THE LAST 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL:  
 
(A) Councillor T Swift MBE, Leader, submitted a written report on the work he had 

carried out since the last meeting of the Council.  The report identified that 
Cabinet had met twice since the last full Council meeting and there were several 
items for approval at Council. In addition to these, Cabinet 

 
 In addition to the items for approval the Leader highlighted:- 

 

 Vision Zero; 

 Ash Green School; 

 Senior Management Changes; and  

 Queen’s Jubilee. 
 
 PUBLIC HEALTH AND COHESION 
 Councillor T Swift MBE, Leader, presented a written report on the work carried 

out since the last meeting of the Council.   
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 The report provided background information on Covid-19; the Wellbeing 

Strategy; Pharmacy services and Children’s Public Health. 
 
(B) CABINET MEMBER REPORTS 
 
(i)   Deputy Leader and Regeneration and Strategy 
 Councillor Scullion, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Regeneration and 

Strategy submitted a written report on the work she had carried out since the last 
meeting of the Council.  

 
 Councillor Scullion confirmed the Major Projects Team had continued to make 

progress on all capital projects and the report detailed the work on the following 
projects: 

 

 Halifax Leisure Centre;  

 Future High Street Fund and Town Deal initiatives in Todmorden, Elland, 
Halifax and Brighouse;  

 Construction at the Calder and Hebble Junction; 

 Halifax Station Gateway;  

 Northgate Commercial Development; 

 Trinity Sixth Form Centre Building at Northgate;  

 Asbestos Survey Updates. 
 
 The report provided further background information on Corporate Asset and 

Facilities Management (CAFM), Towns Development Fund, Planning and 
Building Control, Strategic Infrastructure and Economy, Housing and Investment.  

 
(ii)   Adult Services and Wellbeing 
 Councillor Fenton-Glynn, Cabinet Member for Adult Services and Wellbeing 

submitted a written report on the work he had carried out since the last meeting 
of the Council. 

 
 The report identified and provided background information on vaccination for 

care staff, new care home regulations, approved care providers, Westgarth and 
Age Friendly Calderdale.  

 
(iii)  Children and Young People’s Service 
 Councillors Wilkinson, Cabinet Member for Children and Young People’s Service 

and Councillor Courtney, Interim Cabinet Member for Children and Young 
People’s Service submitted a written report on the work they had carried out 
since the last Council meeting.   

 
 The report identified and provided background information on Early Years, 

Schools and Covid-19 Healthy Holidays and Early Intervention and 
Safeguarding. 

 
(iv)  Climate Change and Resilience 
 Councillor Patient, Cabinet Member for Climate Change and Resilience 

submitted a written report on the work he had carried out since the last Council 
meeting.   
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 The report identified and provided background information on Housing with the 
Homelessness Team, Private Sector Housing Team and the Housing Strategy 
and Growth Team. The Green Economy and the Voluntary and Community 
Sector. 

 
 In addition to the report Councillor Patient advised that the latest 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report had been published 
that really impressed the need to move faster on climate change as the window 
of opportunity was closing rapidly.  He also advised that he had recently 
attended the Climate Change Summit with the West Yorkshire Mayor, Tracy 
Brabin, and was pleased to see the first tranche of students graduate as part of 
their National Lottery funded course. 

 
(v)   Public Services and Communities  
 Councillor Lynn, Cabinet Member for Public Services and Communities 

submitted a written report on the work she had carried out since the last meeting 
of the Council.   

 
 The report identified and provided background information on Customer Services 

in Benefits and Welfare, Customer Access and Neighbourhoods and Cohesion. 
Also with Sports Services, Cultural Services and Neighbourhoods, Bereavement 
Services, Transport Services, Community Protection, Waste and Recycling, 
Parking, Green Spaces and Streetscene. 

 
 In addition to the report Councillor Lynn advised that there had been a 

successful Anti-Poverty Partnership event which focused on debt,  advice and 
the support available.  Councillor Lynn explained that Customer First, Horton 
Street would reopen in summer for face-to-face meetings with residents. 

 
(vi)  Resources 
 Councillor Dacre, Cabinet Member for Resources submitted a written report on 

the work she had undertaken since the last meeting of Council.   
 
 The report identified and provided background information on ICT Infrastructure, 

Digital Transformation and Strategy, Performance Management, Transformation 
and Business Intelligence, Finance, Legal and Democratic Services and Human 
Resources and Organisational Development. 

 
 Following the delivery of the Cabinet Member reports Members asked the 

following questions:  
 

• Councillor Baines MBE enquired as to whether ‘A’ & ‘B’ roads were included 
within the 94.6% figure listed to be the best Borough in the north? He also 
raised concerns regarding the lack of white lining and road markings within 
Calderdale which increased the risk of accidents.  In response, the Leader 
advised that both the Regeneration and Strategy and Public Servcies 
Directorates were working closely to address concerns around white lining, 
and that he would provide a full written answer to the questions raised. 

  
• Councillor Baker explained that there was a number of lower super output 

areas within Calderdale which fell within the 20% most deprived in the County.  
He asked what plans were being considered to bring forward these areas 
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which had missed out on the levelling up agenda? In response, Councillor 
Scullion advised that Cabinet was looking at ways to combine schemes in 
particular areas and looked forward to seeing what funding would be available 
through the Shared Prosperity Fund.  Councillor Scullion noted that following 
the Local Elections in May there would be a second round of Levelling Up 
Funding and Cabinet would look at ways to include these areas, where 
possible, as soon as the criteria for funding was known.   
 

• Councillor Holdsworth raised her concerns of how quickly the Authority could 
reduce its carbon emissions considering the problems in trading and selling of 
electric and hybrid buses, and also the expense and how the bus service 
industry worked within the UK. 

 
• Councillor Whittaker asked a question in relation to the Stonewall Diversity 

Champion Scheme following other organisations disaffiliating themselves from 
them due to their Chief Executive trivialising Anti-Semitism.  She asked for the 
Cabinet Member with responsibility for Resources to explain why the Council 
felt it fit to renew their corporate membership and also if she believed it was a 
good use of taxpayer’s money?  Councillor Whittaker further asked if an 
Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) and consultation had taken place to change 
the toilets in the Borough Market to mixed sex use?  In response, Councillor 
Dacre advised that a written response would be provided to the question in 
relation to public conveniences.  Councillor Dacre advised that the 
subscription to Stonewall was considered carefully and would be reviewed in a 
years’ time.  She confirmed that Stonewall had provided an invaluable service 
over the years and following consultation with the LGBTQ+ group within the 
workforce it was agreed to extend the subscription for another year.  She 
believed it was an appropriate use of public funds and reconfirmed that the 
subscription would remain under review. 

    
• Councillor Dickenson asked for a deadline for the production of the Climate 

Change Action Plan. In response, Councillor Patient advised that some of the 
other local authorities which had speedily developed their Climate Change 
Action Plans had not undertaken the right consultation and explained that it 
was important to do this to ensure it was fit for purpose.  The Climate Change 
Action Plan needed to be science based and through consultation with the 
Climate Change Working Party, environmental groups and to give the 
community to comment on the  

 
• Councillor Cook noted that the Council was not working to the right 

International Standard PAS 2060: Carbon Neutrality Standard and asked if the 
Council would start working towards this?  In response, Councillor Patient 
advised that the Council worked towards and in line with Environmental 
Management and Internal Audits.  PAS 2060 was a different standard and 
Councillor Patient advised that some of the content within PAS 2060 may be 
contained within the Climate Change Action Plan, though this would need to 
go through a consultation process.  

 
• Councillor Parsons-Hulse advised that there had been numerous complaints 

around speeding in the Borough and in some cases under the influence of 
Nitrous Oxide.  Councillor Parsons-Hulse asked what plans did the Council 
have to address dangerous driving and driving under the influence of drink 
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and drugs?  In response, Councillor Lynn confirmed that as Co-Chair of the 
Community Safety Partnership there had been funding provided to Operation 
Hawmill to tackle dangerous driving in the Borough.  Councillor Lynn advised 
that Safer Cleaner Green Groups, Police and partner organisations met every 
6-8 weeks where they could advise the Police of the top priorities in the 
Borough and highlight problem areas and areas of concern.  Councillor Lynn 
advised that she was happy to share any information on behalf Members to 
these groups.  

 
• Councillor Issott explained that whilst she appreciated the LGBTQ+ group had 

been consulted in relation to the Stonewall subscription renewal it would have 
been beneficial to include other female organisations to give a balanced view 
on the important issue.  
 

• Councillor Issott confirmed that she was pleased to hear that the  Lawn Tennis 
Association had identified Calderdale as an authority to work with following the 
Governments funding announcement of public tennis courts and sought 
assurance that the tennis courts in Ripponden would receive some of the 
funding.  In response, Councillor Lynn advised that she was unsure if the 
tennis court in Ripponden were included within the bidding process and 
confirmed that she would provide a written response.   
 

• Councillor Bellenger noted that some of the pavements within the Borough 
were becoming hazardous due to the deterioration of their surfaces.  He 
asked what was the Authority doing to hold contractors to account for poor 
workmanship, upkeep and repairs?  In response, Councillor Scullion advised 
that Officers had been monitoring the number of road openings in the Borough 
due to the old road infrastructure and explained that roads were the highways 
for utility services as well as traffic.  Councillor Scullion advised that the Street 
Scene Team pursues contractors in terms of restoration. She advised that the 
deterioration of pavement surfaces was impacted by pavement parking in the 
misuse of pavements.  The Government was undertaking a consultation in 
relation to pavement parking and the Council was waiting to understand what 
powers the Authority would have in terms of enforcement and issuing of fines 
for pavement parking. 

 
• Councillor Blagbrough advised unfortunately he was unable to attend an 

Environment Agency consultation due to it clashing with this Council meeting, 
he asked what was the present position in relation to the A641 Environment 
Agency consultation?  Councillor Blagbrough asked for an update in relation 
to the maintenance of subways within Brighouse?  In response, Councillor 
Scullion that she would ask for an update on his behalf.  Councillor Scullion 
confirmed that she would chase a response and provide a full written answer. 
 

• Councillor Thornber asked if the Council’s Highways department was 
prepared for the grass cutting season, due to the problems faced by motorists 
the previous year as many junctions had become overgrown and were 
dangerous?  In response, Councillor Lynn advised that the Green Spaces and 
Street Scene Team were prepared and ready for the grass cutting season.  
She advised that there were some areas that would not be cut until after the 
pollination season and confirmed that the maintenance of highway junctions 
would take priority.  
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79 TO APPOINT MEMBERS AND SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS (AS NECESSARY) TO 

SERVE ON SCRUTINY BOARDS/PANELS AND COUNCIL COMMITTEES.  
 
RESOLVED that Councillors and others be appointed to serve as Members and 
Substitute Members of Scrutiny Boards, Panels and Committees for the remainder of 
the 2021/22 Municipal Year: 
 

Children and Young People’s 
Scrutiny Board 

Appoint Mr F McLaughlan (non-voting) 
– Co-opted Member - Calderdale Foster 
Care Association 

 
80 TO APPOINT REPRESENTATIVES (AS NECESSARY) TO SERVE ON OUTSIDE 

BODIES.  
 
RESOLVED that Members of the Council and others be appointed to serve as 
representatives of the Council on outside bodies unless they resign, become 
disqualified or are replaced by resolution of the Council as follows: 
 

Brighouse War Memorial (Nurses 
Endowment) Fund  

Sue Radcliffe and John Radcliffe be 
appointed as Trustees for a one year 
term of office. 

 
81 TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ASKED BY MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL UNDER 

COUNCIL PROCEDURE RULE 13.  
 
There were no questions received under Council Procedure Rule 13.  
 

82 TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING MOTIONS UNDER COUNCIL PROCEDURE 
RULE 14:  
 
(A) TACKLING LITTER AND FLY TIPPING 

The Mayor advised that a Motion had been received from the Liberal Democrat 
Group regarding Tackling Litter and Fly Tipping.  The Mayor further advised that 
an amendment had been received from the Labour Group which had been 
circulated to the full membership of the Council prior to the meeting. On receipt 
of the amendment the Liberal Democrat Group, after due consideration, 
amended their original Motion to incorporate Labour Group Amendment.  A copy 
of a revised Liberal Democrat Motion was circulated to all Members during the 
meeting and consent was sought to accept the revised Motion without debate.   

 
The Mayor asked Councillor Parsons-Hulse if both herself and Councillor Baker 
were happy to propose and second the incorporation of the Labour Amendment 
into the Liberal Democrat Motion.  Both Councillor Parsons-Hulse and Councillor 
Baker confirmed that they were happy to accept the Labour Amendment. 

 
After being put to the vote, the acceptance of the revised Motion was 
carried. 

 
Council notes the widespread concerns about the social, environmental, and 
financial impacts of littering and fly tipping in our communities. 
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Council recognises that: 
 

 However committed this Council is to tackling litter in our borough, and to 
working for cleaner streets and public spaces across our communities, this 
cannot be achieved by the Council alone but must involve the public, 
businesses and other partners in a co-operative effort. 

 

 Several national supermarket chains are now operating trials of reverse 
vending machines, where customers are rewarded for returning used cans 
and bottles for recycling. 
 

 It is now much easier for residents to report flytipping and dog fouling, thanks 
to the recently introduced online system, with 1,964 reports of flytipping in the 
last six months and 289 reports of dog fouling. 

 

 Community champions and organisations are already and commendably 
‘doing their bit’. 

 

 Since 2019 the number of regular volunteers working with the Green Spaces 
and Street Scene Service has increased by over 560%, thanks to a more 
structured approach to recruiting, training and retaining volunteers. 

 

 Last year, the total number of volunteers hours given was 16,782. This year, 
the figure so far is 28,293 which is the equivalent of 14 members of staff. That 
along with the positive impact on health and wellbeing and promoting an 
active lifestyle while helping to improve the local environment, means that 
volunteering one that continually needs nurturing. 

 

 This year, the Council will be supporting the return of the Great British Spring 
Clean, from 25th March to 10th April, when the Green Spaces and Street 
Scene Service will be working alongside hundreds of volunteers to make a 
real impact on all 17 wards across Calderdale. 

 

 In ‘doing their bit’, residents and business will help the Council to make the 
streets, district centres, parks and public amenities of our borough cleaner and 
more inviting to residents and visitors. 

 
Council resolves to request Cabinet to consider, within the next six months, a 
report setting out the impact of current policies and procedures for dealing with 
litter and fly tipping including the benefits of active partnership working with local 
residents, together with any lessons to be learnt from best practice in other local 
authorities such as Newham Borough Council, along with fully costed options for 
improving the service. 
 
If necessary, such a report could form the basis of a growth bid for consideration 
in the budget proposals for 2023/24. 
 

It was moved as an AMENDMENT by Councillor Leigh MBE, 
Seconded by Councillor Baines MBE 
 

Delete all the original text and replace with:  
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“Refer the resolutions stated in the original motion to the relevant Scrutiny Panel 
to consider further”.  
 
The AMENDMENT with the replacement wording on being put to the vote was 
not carried.  
 
Councillors Barnes, Fenton-Glynn, Bellenger, Fazal, Blagbrough, Baker, Baines 
MBE, Foster and T Swift MBE commented on the Amended Motion 
 
RESOLVED that:  
 
Council notes the widespread concerns about the social, environmental, and 
financial impacts of littering and fly tipping in our communities. 
 
Council recognises that: 
 

 However committed this Council is to tackling litter in our borough, and to 
working for cleaner streets and public spaces across our communities, this 
cannot be achieved by the Council alone but must involve the public, 
businesses and other partners in a co-operative effort. 

 

 Several national supermarket chains are now operating trials of reverse 
vending machines, where customers are rewarded for returning used cans 
and bottles for recycling. 
 

 It is now much easier for residents to report flytipping and dog fouling, thanks 
to the recently introduced online system, with 1,964 reports of flytipping in the 
last six months and 289 reports of dog fouling. 

 

 Community champions and organisations are already and commendably 
‘doing their bit’. 

 

 Since 2019 the number of regular volunteers working with the Green Spaces 
and Street Scene Service has increased by over 560%, thanks to a more 
structured approach to recruiting, training and retaining volunteers. 

 

 Last year, the total number of volunteers hours given was 16,782. This year, 
the figure so far is 28,293 which is the equivalent of 14 members of staff. That 
along with the positive impact on health and wellbeing and promoting an 
active lifestyle while helping to improve the local environment, means that 
volunteering one that continually needs nurturing. 

 

 This year, the Council will be supporting the return of the Great British Spring 
Clean, from 25th March to 10th April, when the Green Spaces and Street 
Scene Service will be working alongside hundreds of volunteers to make a 
real impact on all 17 wards across Calderdale. 

 

 In ‘doing their bit’, residents and business will help the Council to make the 
streets, district centres, parks and public amenities of our borough cleaner and 
more inviting to residents and visitors. 
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Council resolves to request Cabinet to consider, within the next six months, a 
report setting out the impact of current policies and procedures for dealing with 
litter and fly tipping including the benefits of active partnership working with local 
residents, together with any lessons to be learnt from best practice in other local 
authorities such as Newham Borough Council, along with fully costed options for 
improving the service. 
 
If necessary, such a report could form the basis of a growth bid for consideration 
in the budget proposals for 2023/24. 

 
83 COMMENTS ON THE WORK OF SCRUTINY BOARDS, PANELS AND 

COMMITTEES AND QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE TO THE CHAIRS OF 
SCRUTINY BOARDS, PANELS AND COMMITTEES  
 
There were no questions to the Chairs of Scrutiny Boards, Panels and Committees or 
comments from Members. 
 
 
 


